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At a Meeting of the Representative Committee or Meeting for Sof- 
feringv, held at Philadelphia, 13th month 17th, 1847, A manoacript, 
entitled ** The Tettimony and Views of Friends concerning the Scrip- 
tares,*' having heen produced and read, it was the sense and jodgment 
4>f the Meeting that a benefit would arise from its publication and dis- 
tribution among our members. 

Extracted &oln the Minutes. 

Joan J. WmTB, Clerk 



THE TESTIMONY 



AND 



VIEWS OF FRIENDS 

CONCBBNINO 

THE SCRIPTUEES. 

Robert Barclay, in his Apology, Proposition 3, con. 
cerning the Scriptures, says, " From the revelations of the 
Spirit of God to the saints, have proceeded the Scriptures 
of Truth; which contain, 

1st. AfaitJ^ul historical account of the actings of God's 
people in divers ages; with many singular and remarkable 
providences attending them. 

2d. A prophetical account of several things, whereof 
some are already past, and some yet to come. 

3d. A full and ample account of all the chief principles 
of the doctrine of Christ, held forth in divers precious de- 
clarations, exhortations, and sentences, — which, by the 
moving of Grod's Spirit, were, at several times and upon 
sundry occasions, spoken and written unto some churches 
and their pastors." 

Robert Barclay further says, "They [the Scriptures] 
are subordinate to the Spirit, from which they have all 
their excellency and certainty: for by the inward tesimony 
of the Spirit, we do alone truly know them" 



Again, he says, '<We do therefore receive and heUeve the 
Scriptures, because they proceeded from the Spirit." — " In 
that which we affirm of them, it doth appear at what high 
rate we value them; accounting them, without all [any] 
deceit or equivocation, the most exceUerU writings in the 
world."— iWi, p. 68. 

Greorge Fox declared, "that the holy Scriptures were 
given forth by the Spirit of God; — and that all people must 
come to the Spirit of God in themselves, by which they 
might know Grod and Christ, of whom the prophets and 
apostles learnt, and also know the holy Scriptures. For, 
as the Spirit of Grod was in them that gave forth the Scrip- 
tures, — so the same Spirit of God must also be in those 
that come to know and understand the Scriptures:" — "and 
without that Spirit, they could know neither Grod, nor 
Christ, nor the Scriptures, nor have right fellowship with 
one another." — SeweVs History, pp. 72, 73. 

Again, Greorge Fox says, " The Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testament came not by the will of man; but 
hdy men of God spoke them forth as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost."— JDoc/rmaZf, p. 743. 

" The Scriptures which came not by the will of man, 
but by the Holy Ghost, which no man can interpret in his 
will,— nor are they to be led into the truth of Ihem which 
holy men gave forth by the Holy Ghost, but by the same 
H6hf Ghost that gave (hem forth; which leads into all truth, 
and gocx) manners, and conversation. And the same Holy 
Ghost gave [and gives] forth the true doctrine of the Scrip- 
tures." 

"And this Holy Ghost which Christ sends, leads to him 
the author and finisher of their precious faith, and to Grod, 
and to the same faith of Abraham, and Moses, and Enoch, 
that was befbre the Scriptures were written,— which guided 



them to see Grod who is invisible, and to forsake all and fol- 
low him. And so doth the same faith now, and brings into 
unity with them, and to the comfort of the Scriptures with 
aU the faithful, — which Grod and Christ hath declared 
forth, — and they see what is fulfilled, and what is to be 
obeyed." — Ibid. 

" I know the Scriptures to be true" said Richard Hub- 
berthorn, " by the manifestation and operation of the Spirit 
of God, fulfilling them in me." — SetoeVs History, p. 292. 

Again, Robert Barclay says, The authority of the Scrip- 
tures "doth not depend upon the approbation or canons df 
any church or assembly; — neither can we subject them to 
the fallen, corrupt, and defiled reason of man;" — " but we 
desire to ascribe all to that Spirit from which they pro- 
ceeded" 

"We confess, indeed, there wants not a majesty in the 
style, a coherence in the parts, and a good scope in the 
whole. But seeing that these things are not discerned by 
the natural, but only by the spiritual man, — ^it is the Spirit 
of God that must gave us the belitf of the Scriptures, which 
may satisfy our consciences." 

Barclay^ s Apology, pp. 68, 69. 

"The meaning of the Scriptures can never be truly and 
justly hit, but by those alone that stand in the same Light 
from which they proceeded. These, then, have the true un- 
derstanding and meaning of the Scriptures; — ^not those that 
imagine unto themselves a meaning, by opinion and guess, 
without the least assurance of not erring: which becomes 
the very ground of all jangling and contention." 

SeweVs History, Addenda, p. 812. 

William Penn says, " The Scriptures are not pkun^ hut 
to the spirituai mMj—h}A (aa ?e\»T wAji ^"^^xiN! %^i&fiaa^ 
1» 



in many Mngs hard io be understood.^' He also says of 

them, "Here, they are proper, — there, metaplunical; — in 

one place UieraUy, — ^in an<Hher, mystically to be accepted." 

Euk of Faith and Fractice, Christian Quaker, p. 22^. 

Again, William Penn says, '< It is the testimony of the 
Spirit, which is the true rule for heUeving and understanding 
the Scriptures: therefore the Spirit <f Truth must be the 
rule for our believing and understanding them." 

Ibid, p. 336. 

William Peon also quotes Epiphanius, who saith, ^<Only 
to the children of the Holy Ghost, all the Scriptures are 
plain and clear." — Ibid. 

He likewise cites Bishop Jewel, who says, ^' Flesh and 
blood is not able to understand the holy will of God, with- 
out special revelation. Without this special help and 
prompting of God's Spirit, the Scripture is to the reader, — 
be he never so wise and well-learned, as the vision of a 
sealed book."— -CAmfum Quaker, p. 287. 

Robert Barclay quotes Calvin's testimony, as follows: 
** To those who ask, that we prove unto them by reason, thai 
Moses and the prophets toere inspired of God io speak, I an- 
swer. That the testimony of the Holy Spirit is more exeelieni 
than all reaMonJ*' And again: ''Let this remain ^ firm 
trutkf that he only whom the Holy Spirit hath persuaded, 
ean repose himself on the Scripture with a true oertaia* 
tf:*^Apology, p. 69. 

Job Scott says, ''The Scriptures will ever remain, in 
great degree, a sealed book to the mere natural under- 
standings of the wisest of men. Volume after volume of 
oommentaries have been written upon them, which (I have 
W 4mibi) haft oAen aepred^ as % Gertaia autbpr haa ad. 



vanoed, 'to entdmb, rather than enshrine them;^ or to 
darken, rather than explain their genuine meaning.'^ 

Journal, Ist New York edition, p. 97. 

Again, Job Soott says, "JBeo^on, when relied on in Divine 
things, and considered as the greatest, brightest light in 
spirituals, — ^instead of revealing Grod, leads into endless mis* 
takes, and prevents the true revelation of God by his own 
immediate rays of Divine Light. By which obstructicm, he 
remains still hid from Hhe wise and prudent,' — ^the learned, 
deep-read sons of science, and great masters of reason J^ 

Journal, 1831, p. 138. 

John Churchman's testimony is, that ''the inspeaking 
voice of Christ, immediately in the heart, is the only sure in* 
ierpreter of the Scriptures." — Journal, p. 101. 

" It is truly asserted, not only by Friends, but also by 
many other distinguished writers, ancient and modern, that 
the internal illumination of God^s holy Spirit is absolutely 
necessary to every man, in order to his right understanding 
of the Scriptures, ^^ — Fhipps on the Original an& Present 
State of Man, Philada., 1818, p. 128. 

Joseph Phipps quotes Erasmus as follows : '' They ex- 
pound the sacred writings from the pulpit, which no man 
can either righUy understand, or pr<^iiably teach, without the 
inspiraUon of the Holy Spirit J^ 

Also Martin Luther, who says, " The Scriptures are not 
to be understood, but by the same Spirit by which they 
were written." — Phipps on Man, p. 128. 

Joseph Phipps likewise gives this testimony: "Man, with- 
out Divine illumination, has not sufficient ability to oscer- 
iam the g&tmne sense of doubtful ^.udi ^v&Y^a\»\ ^«!l^ai^ ^ 
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Scripture: which being very numerous, together with the 
diversity of senses in which those texts are understood by 
persons apparently of equal sincerity, and of the best na- 
tural and acquired parts, — are plain indications, that the 
assistance of ike Divine Author himself is requisiie to the 
right understanding ofthem,^^ — Ihid, pp. 126, 127. 

Joseph Phipps further says, "The plain truth of the mat- 
ter is, — ^nothing but the Spirit qfDimne tmsdaniy whence the 
Scriptures came,— can give the genuine sense of them/' 

Page 183. 

" By all which it appeareth how necessary it is, to seek 
the certainty of the Scriptures from the Spirft, and no where 
else,'* — Barclay's Apology, p. 70. 

Robert Barclay further says, " Moreover, because they 
[the Scriptures] are commonly acknowledged by all, to 
have been written by the dictates of the Holy ^pthi,— ^nd 
that the errors which may be supposed, by the injury of 
times, to have slipt in, are not such but that there is a suf- 
ficient clear testimony lefl to all the essentials of the Chris- 
tian faith, — we do look upon them as the only fit outward 
judge of controversies among Christians; — and that wkatsO' 
ever doctrine is contrary unto their testimony, may therefore 
justly be rejected as false" 

"We are very willing, that all our doctrines and prae- 
tices be tried by them; — and also to admit it as a positire, 
certain maxim, That whatsoever any do, pretending to the 
Spirit, which is contrary to the Scriptures, be acoounted 
and reckoned a delusion of the devil.'' 

"As every evil contradicts the Scriptures, so it doth alsn 
the Spirit in the first place, from which the Scripturrm 
came, — and whose motions can never amiradiei one anciher; 
though they may appear sometimes to be coniradietory to the 
blind eye of the natural mam.^* — Apobgy, p. 9fL 
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Isaac Penington says, "We reverence the Scriptures; 
believing and holding concerning the things of God, accord- 
ing as is there expressed, from a true understanding received 
of the Lord, and in the true light and guidance of his 
Spirit." — Epistle to Professors, p. 10. 

Concerning the Scriptures, Edward Burrough writes, 
" The servants of the Lord Jiandled, tasted, saw, and felt 
the WoKD ofltfe, and from it spoke forth the Scriptures, as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost, through the eternal 
Spirit. And it [the Scripture] is a declaration of the Word 
of life which was in the beginning, and endures for ever: 
and it [the Scripture] declares what the saints received, 
believed, and enjoyed; and none can understand, it, without 
the same Spirit thai gave it forth, and to such who have the 
same Spirit, the Scripture is profitable." 

" The Word of God which was in the beginning, and 
which endures forever, — is not the Scripture; but the 
Scripture testifies of that Woed, and that Word witnesses 
to the Scripture; and they are not contrary the one to the 
other." — Edward Burroughs Works, pp. 249, 250. 

William Bayly has left this testimony concerning the 
Scriptures : " Holy men of Grod spake and wrote them, as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit, which is the Word. 
*And,* said Moses, *Gr0D spake all these words :' which God 
was the Word in the beginning that spake the words. And 
the Word of the Lord came to the prophets at several 
times, and upon several occasions, saying, < Thus saith the 
Lord,' dec. So then they spake and wrote what they were 
commanded by the Word of the Lord. So that it is plain 
to them that have a right understanding, that the words 
were given forth from the Word; — which Word was * hid 
in their hearts,' as David saith; — which was there before 
the words were given forth : and holy men of Grod were 
moved first by that which is holy, to s^qI^l «».^ ^w^^^'^jfe- 
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fiire they did speak or write fi»rth the Scriptares^ — which 
are a true dselaratien of those things which were done mid 
spoken hy the Word which was in the heginning." 

Wmam Bai^y's Works, p. 180. 

"The Scriptures themselves abundantly testify, that 
there is something superior to them which all ought to look 
fi)r and attend unto; that iis, the Holy Spirit of the Supreme 
Legislator of men, and prime Author of the sacred writings: 
in and by whose Ught and power^ they are made nufru- 
merUaHy useful, and adequate to the purposes intended by 
them/* 

PJt^^ on the Original and Present State afMan^ p. 137. 

In an essay written by Edward Burrough, caRed " The 
true Christian Religion again discovered, after the long and 
dark night of apostacy,'* he says, ** I shall take in hand to 
prove befcre all the world, That the people of God, called 
Quakers, do practise nothing for religion, or preach for doc- 
trine, but what is perfectly according to the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament, and in the fblfilling of them. 
And so they are proved to be of that true Christian religion 
which. is according to the Scriptures.'' 

Works of Edward Burrough, p. 337. 



Again, in an enay entitled ''Truth made manifest,'* dec., 
Edward Burrough has this testimony on behalf of Friends: 
<'We do own the authority of the Scriptures: and we, 
through patienoe and comfort of the Scriptures, have had 
hope: and they are able to make the man of God periiM^ 
through fikith. And what Christ and the apostles owned 
the Scriptures to be, the same we do,— and neither noore 
nor less. And in this, we are approved of God, let men 
judge what they will." — Works, p. 405. 

In answer to P. Tavemer, Edward Burrough says, <<A11 
the children of God are taught of God, and need not any 
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ether teacher; and yet all such do own the Scriptures to 
be the testimony of ^uU wMch they beUeve and luxoe re- 
ceived."-^lbid, p. 408. 

William Shewen describes the true Christian's faith and 
experience concerning the holy Scriptures, in the following 
language : 

** The true Christian honoureth the holy Scriptures in 
their places, and heUeveth and receivetk their testimony; and 
is a living witness of the truth thereof; and he demon- 
strateth it as foUoweth : By believing, receiving, and obey- 
ing him, viz., Christ Jesus, of whom they testify;-^whereby 
he receives power to order his conversation according to 
them. And the true Christian believeth that they were 
spoken and written by the motion and inspiration rfihe Spirit 
of Crod in holy men, prophets, and apostles;— and that it is 
his duty to wait upon God to receive the spirit of grace and 
glory, and the gifts thereof,— of which they testify; that 
thereby he may be enabled to read them with understandings 
and to receive the contort of them, and to be maide wis9 
through faith in Christ unto salvation by them.'' 

''And this Christian knows right well, that all the uni- 
. versity or academical learning in the world is not able to 
give the true knowledge of the mind of the Spirit in the holy 
Scriptures. They are as a sealed book to all the wity rea^ 
souj comprehension^ and acquired parts of all mankind in 1h^ 
fall, learned and unlearned. And until man comes to re- 
ceivei regard, and improve 'the man^estatum of the Spirit, 
which is given to every man to profit withal,' as the Scrip- 
tures witness, — ^he is wholly ignorant and a stranger to the 
key of true knowledge; and the treasures of life and wisdom 
are hid from him, and secured as with seven seals, and the 
cherubims with a flaming sword that turns every way, and 
guards the tree of life, with the fruits thereof, from the 
fallen wisdom qfman.'^ 



^<And this the true Christian luiows by experience, — 
having tried what the wisdom of this world, in all its per- 
fection, can do; — and hath seen it confounded and brought 
to nought in himself; — ^being discovered to he no part of the 
key of true everlasting knowledge^ — ^but rather that which 
hides it, and makes the vail the thicker, and shuts the door 
of the kingdom the faster: and those that abound in it, 
neither enter themselves, nor suffer those that would. And 
this the holy Scriptures testify." — WHUam Shewen*sYrue 
Christianas Faith, ^c, pp. 15, 16, London edition, 1772. 

In the year 1709, the Yearly Meeting of Friends held in 
London, issued this advice to the members of our Society: 
<<We recommend it as an incumbent duty on Friends, to 
cause them [their children] to he frequent in reading the 
holy Scriptures, and in observing to them the examples of 
such children as in Scripture are recorded to have early 
learned the fear of the Lord, and hearkened to his coun- 
sel, — ^instructing them in the fear and dread of the Lord, — 
planting impressions upon their spirits, of reverence to- 
wards God, from whom they have their daily support, — 
showing them that they ought not to offend him, in whose 
bands all blessings are."— Yeor/y Meeting Epistle, 1700. 

Again, in the General Epistle from London, 1720, the 
judgment of the Yearly Meeting in relation to the Scrip, 
tures is thus expressed : 

" Let the holy Scriptures be early taught our youth, and 
diligently searched, and seriously read by Friends, with due 
regard to the Holy Spirit from whence they came, and hy 
which they are truly opened: for they contain excellent doc- 
trine, rules, and precepts, Divine and moral. Insomuch 
that there will be no need to enumerate, or oflen to repeat 
laws or precepts, like the Jews under a literal and lower 
dispensation and covenant, than we are called into." 
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In the same excellent Epistle, it is also seriously adrised, 
"that no Friends suffer romances, play-bookp, or other vain 
and idle pamphlets in their houses or families, — ^which tend 
to corrupt the minds of youth; but, instead thereof, that 
they excite them to the reading of the holy Scriptures and 
religious books." 

In the following year, 1721, this advice was adopted by 
our Yearly Meeting for Pennsylvania and New Jersey, &;c., 
and incorporated afterward into the Book of Discipline. • 
See Quarto printed Discipline, p. 121. 

Again, in 1728, the London Greneral Epistle has the fol- 
lowing testimony and views iconceming the Scriptures, most 
of which were in like manner inserted in our Book of Dis- 
cipline and Advices : 

"And, dear friends, — ^inasmuch as the holy Scriptures 
are the external means of conveying to us an account of 
the things most surely to be believed, concerning the com- 
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ in the flesh, and the fulfilling 
of the prophecies relating thereto; — we therefore recom- 
mend to all Friends, especially elders in the church and 
lieads of families, that they would, both by example and 
advice, impress on the minds of the younger, a reverend es- 
teem of those sacred writings; — and advise them to a fre- 
quent reading and meditating therein. And that ministers, 
as well as elders and others, in all their preaching, writing, 
and conversing about the things of God, do keep to the form 
6f sound words, or Scripture terms; — and that none pretend 
to he wise dbof>e what is there written, and in such pretend- 
ed wisdom, go about to explain the things of God in the 
words which man^s wisdom, teaches." 

" But on the contrary, that you would at proper times 
and seasons, when you find your minds rightly disposed 
thereunto, — give the youth to understand, that the same 
good experience of the work of sanctification, through the 
operations of the Spirit of God, w\v\oYi \Ve^\v<cJ^"^ ^jctv^Naeft. 
2 
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plentifully beiur testimony to, is to be witnessed by believers 
in all generations, as well as by those inr the first ages of 
Christianify: in which case, some account of your own ex- 
perience will be helpful to them. And this we recommend 
as the most efifeotual means for begetting and establishing 
in their minds, a firm belief of the Christiai| doctrine in 
general; — as well as the necessity of the aid and kelp of 
the operations of the Holy Spirit of God in the hearts of 
men, — ^in particular; — as contained in that most excellent 
book, the Bible; — and fi>r the preserving them from being 
defiled with the numy pernicious notions and principles, — 
contrary to siicfa sound doctrine,-^whicfa are at this time 
industriousiy dispersed in the nation, to die x^roach of the 
Christian profession in general." 

See Epistle, and printed Disc^ptine, pp. 121, 122. 

John Bumyeat and John Watson have this testimony: 
*<We believe the Scriptures to be what they call them- 
selves, a Testinumy or Declaration. But Christ we own 
and believe to be the Word of God. So, we own the Word 
of the Lord that came unto the prophets, saying, (as in 
Ezekiel vii, and in other places.) And we own and be- 
lieve the sayings of the Word, as recorded in the holy Ser^ 
lures. So the Word that came unto the prophets, was the 
sayeri or that which spake unto them, — and the Scriptures 
are the words or sayings, which the Word, or Spirit of 
Christ spake unto and through the prophets." 

John Bumyeafs Works, p. 224. 

<< Abraham saith unto him. They have Moses and the 
prophets; let them hear them." 

"And he said unto him. If they hear not Moses and the 
pftt^hets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose 
JBrom the dead."— LtiAre xvi. 29, 81. 

John Griffith, in relating his own experimice, has this 
testimony: << I had many predous openings into ^ Divine 
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myn^tioa; and when I read the holy Scripturea, they were 
opened to my understanding, far beyond whatever they had 
been belbre; so that I had very great oomfort. I am well 
tanired by eerUim experieneti that the mysteries eouched in 
those holy toriUngs, cannot he proftabfy understood^ but by the 
smne Sjfirit which inspired the penmen of them. Therefore 
it is Tain presumption for fallen and unregenerate man, by 
his eartkhf wisdom and human leaming^ to attempt the un- 
folding of heavenly mysteries. The lip of Truth hath 
signified that they are 'hid from the wise and prudent' of 
this world, and revealed unto the humble babes and suck- 
lings, — thoise who sensibly experience their sufficiency for 
every good word and work to proceed immediately from 
God alone." — Journal of John GriffiOi, pp. 19, 20. 

In Kersey's Treatise on the Fundamental Principles of 
Friends, approved by the Meeting for Sufferings held at 
Philadelphia in the year 1815, are the folbwing declara- 
tions, viz. 

'< The Society of Friends are of the judgment^ that the 
tostimenies of the holy ^n^iuxes proceeded from^ and toere 
wriiienwitderikaguidainiGeidi!!^ 
p. 18. 

''But the Scriptures themselves cannot he understood 
without the aid of the same Spirit by which diey were at 
first written."— JCer^y'tf Treatise^ p. 20. 

In relation to the Scriptures, Joseph Phipps, on the Ori- 
ginal and Present State of Man, says, " The iUundnation of 
the Hohf Spirit that gave them forth, is requisite to open 
the true sense of those numerous parts of thon, about which 
the apprehensions of men so much differ." 

"As the Spirit only can open its own true sense, included 
in them, they are secondary to the Spirit, as an instrument 
in its hand."— p. 1^5. 
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(draUAilly beiur testimony to, is to be witnessed by believen 
io all generations, as well as by those inr the first ages of 
Christianify: in whieh case, some account of your own ex- 
perience wUi be helpful to them. And this we recommend 
as the mast eflfeotual means for begetting and establishii^ 
in their minds, a firm belief of the Christiai| doctrine in 
general;*«s well as the necessity o( the aid and he^ of 
the operatiOM of the Holy Spirit of God in the hearts of 
men,— in particular^ — as contained in that most exceUent 
book, the Bible; — and fi>r the preserving them from being 
defiled with the numy pernicious notions and prindpUsf^ 
omtrary to such sound doctrine,— whidi are at this time 
todustrkmsly dispersed in the aatioii, to die r^roadi of the 
Qiristian profession in general." 

See Epistky and printed Discipline^ pp. 121, 188. 

John Bumyeat and John Watson have this testimony: 
^<We believe the Scriptures to be what they call them- 
selves, a TesHmowjf or DeehratUm. But Christ we own 
and believe to be the Word cf Chd. So, we own the Word 
of the Lord that came unto the prophets, saying, (as in 
Ezekiel vii, and in other places.) And we own and be- 
Ikve the sayings of the Word, as recorded in the kofy Scrip- 
tares. So the Word that came unto the prophets, was the 
' sayerf or that which spake unto them, — and the Scriptures 
are the words or sayingh which the Word, or Spirit of 
Christ spake unto and through the prophets." 

JoJbi Bwrnyeafs Works, p. 224. 

<< Abraham saith unto him. They have Moses and the 
prophets; let tfaem hear them." 

^<And he said unto him. If they hear not Moses and the 
pt^hets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose 
from the dmd.^— Luke xvi. 29, 81. 

John Griffith, in relating his own experienoe, has due 
l ea lim o nj r; << I bad many preekms openings inl» the Divi»e 
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in3nrteriei^ and when I read the holy Scripturw, they were 
opened to my understanding, far beyond whatever they had 
b^n before; ao that I had very great oomfort I am well 
iMsured by etriam experience^ that the mysteries couched »a 
those holy toriiings, cannot he profitahly understood^ but by the 
semte Spirit which inspired the penmen of them. Therefore 
it is vain presumption for fallen and unregenerate man, by 
his earthly wisdom and human learning, to attempt the un- 
folding of heavenly mysteries. The lip of Truth hath 
signified that they are 'hid from the wise and prudent' of 
this world, and revealed unto the humble babes and suck- 
lings, — thoise who sensibly experience their sufficiency for 
«ivery good word and work to proceed immediately froip 
God sAone.*'— Journal of John ChijffUh, pp. 19, 20. 

In Kersey's Treatise on the Fundamental Principles of 
Friends, approved by the Meeting for Sufferings held at 
Philadelphia in the year 1815, are the following declara- 
tions, viz. 

'< The Society of Friends are of the judgment, that the 
testimeniea of the holy Bonpiuiea proceeded from, and were 
^fmttenunder the gmdimceof the Word, or Sj^Li^ — 

p. 18. 

<<But the Scriptures themselves cannot he understood 
without the aid of the same Spirit by which diey were at 
first written."— JTer^i^'tf Treatise, p. 20. 

In relation to the Scriptures, Joseph Phipps, on the Ori. 
ginal and Present State of Man, says, <<The iUuminatum of 
the Holy Spirit that gave them forth, is requisite to open 
the true sense of those numerous parts of them, about which 
the apprehensions of men so much differ." 

"As the Spirit only can open its own true sense, included 
in them, they are secondary to the Spirit, as an instrument 
in its hand."— n. 1^5. 
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** The Holy Spirit is requisite to the right use of theniy 
[the Scriptures.] 

"The Holy Spirit is the origmal wisdom whence the 
Scriptures came, and the sole power that can open, and 
give right effects to them." 

Kite's edition, Ph^ on Man, 1618, pp. 1S6, 187. 

Among the Letters of John Thorp, a valuable Friend of 
Manchester, England, we find the following testimony con- 
cerning the Scriptures, under date of 7th mo. 8th, 1787. 

" The Scriptures without, and the law written in the heart, 
are the most profitable of all books : and in meditating on 
the Divine precepts written there, with a desire to obey, 
the most blessed knowledge is obtained.'' 

Thorp's Letters^ p. 89. 

In the Christian Quaker, page 245, William Penn says, 
"Abundance of Protestant writers held, that no man could 
know the Scriptures, but by the same Spirit which indited 
them." 

He also adduces this opinion from Dr. J. Owen, " That 
the Holy Ghost is the only authentic interpreter of the 
Scripture." — Ibid. 

In John Woolman's Journal, sanctioned and long ap- 
proved by the Society of Friends, we find these expressions: 
"As we believe the Scriptures were given forth by holy men 
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit, — and many of us 
know by experience that they are ofien helpful and com- 
ibrtable, and believe ourselves bound in duty to teach our 
children to read them, I believe, that if we were divested 
of all selfish views, the same good Spirit that gave them 
forth, would engage us to teach the negroes to read, that 
they might have the benefit of them." 

Woolman's Journal, PhUada. ed., IWl^ p. 60. 
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Friends in England, at their Yearly Meeting held at 
London in 1743, issued this advice: ^<Dear friends, we 
think it especially necessary at this time, to remind you of 
the former advices of this Meeting, respecting the frequevU 
and diligent reading of the holy Scriptures. The doctrines 
contained in those inspi|*ed writings duly attended to, and 
firmly impressed on the minds of our young people^ — may 
be a means of preserving them from the danger and in^- 
tion of such corrupt and irreligious principled as (having 
a tendency to the exaltation of se^^ and human alnUtiee) 
would lessen their dependance upon the power and Spirit 
of God,— their only security and preservation." 

London General Epistle, 1743* 

It is a doctrine that has been universally held by the 
Society of Friends, as well as many other individuals, 
" that the Scriptures cannot be understood, or rightly appre- 
ciated, without the illumination, or immediate revelations of 
the Holy Spirit. Opinions, or constructions of Scripture, 
based on the research of the natural understanding only, 
must therefore of necessity be vague and uncertain," 

WiUiam CHbhons, Wiimi$^ton, 

Among many other pressing exhortations of Friends, we 
find the fdlowing cootained in the Gr^ierai Epistle from 
London, 1790. 

<<We earnestly recommend to all, the frequent perusal €f( 
the holy Scriptures, — according to repeated exhortations. 
And we at this time also recommend the writings of our 
faMkful predecessors, and the accounts tha/t are puUishefd 
of their experiences, labours, travels, and sufferings in the 
cause of Christ. Those hours of leisure would be profiiahly 
employed in this manner, which are often toasted in read- 
ing the light and trivial publications, — calculated to gratify 
the vain imagination, and to feed that disposition which is 
always hmnkering after some new tkmg«'' 
2* 



16 

Inadmuch as the Society of Friends have been repeats 
edly charged with undervaluiDg, or denying the authen- 
ticity of the Scriptures, — we will bring into view some of 
the testimonies, declarations and advices issued by several 
of the Yearly Meetings on this continent, since the year 
1827* 

In an Epistle issued by our Yearly Meeting held in 
Philadelphia in the 4th month, 1829, addressed ^<to the 
members of the religious Society of Friends on the conti- 
nent of America, and elsewhere," this testimony ocmoem- 
ing the Scriptures was adopted by the body, viz. 

" The Society of Friends have ever held the Scriptures 
of Truth in high esdmaUon, — enjoined the frequent perusal 
of them in their fandUes, — and appealed to them in canfir- 
motion of their doctrines" 

In our Epistle addressed to London Yearly Meeting, 
1830, we declared as follows : " In the fundamental prin- 
ciple of the Christian faith, the Light of Christ withinj as 
Crod's gift for tnan's salvation^ and which, as William Peon 
declares, * is as the root of the goodly tree of doctrines 
which grew and branched out from it,' they [primitive 
Friends] toere all united. And in that which united them, 
we are untied urith them; believing in the same fundamental 
principle, and in all the blessed doctrines which grow from 
it as their roo^— both as they are laid down in the Scnp- 
tares of Truths and in their writings ;'^eBAimg above all 
things ihe growth and advancement oithis principle in our- 
■elves, and in the world at large." 

Again in 1833, our Yearly Meeting gave forth this em- 
phatic testimony and recommendation : 

<< Dear friends, while we are engaged to apply to the 
Divine Fountain for that 'water which springeth up unto 
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everlasting life/^^let us in no wise n^lect the means of 
intprovement which our heavenly Father, in the plenitude 
of his love, has been pleased to afford us; amongst which, 
is Hhe frequent reoMiig of ike holy Scriptures J* Of these 
invaluable records the apostle declares, that they 'are * pro. 
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruct 
tion in righteousness; that the roan of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.' And we arc 
persuaded that none whose spiritual senses have been qutck- 
ened and made aUve unto Grod, can ever lightly esteem thettty 
or the important doctrines which they inculcate." 

In the same year (1833) Baltimore Yearly Meeting of 
Friends gave this testimony concerning the Scriptures: 

" The great importance of frequently and carefully peru- 
sing the holy Scriptures, was opened to the view of this 
Meeting. We believe they were written by holy men of old^ 
as ^y were moved by the Holy Ghost, — and are * profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness; that the man of Grod may be perfect, tho- 
roughly furnished unto all good works." 

"The wise and pious in all ages of the Christian church, 
have delighted in the perusal of these records: and the 
young and rising generation should be encouraged to read 
them, and to wait in humble dependance upon Him who 
hath the key of David, and can unlock the sacred treasures 
which they contain." 

Again, in 1835, Baltimore Yearly Meeting says, " The 
frequent reading of the Scriptures of Truth, was feeUngly 
recommended to all our members, and especially io our be- 
loved youth. For these sacred writings are, above aU 
others, most valuable, — and best calculated to impress upon 
the mind the true*doctrines of Chtife^awW^ ,^^ 
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The following views of the Scriptures are given by New 
York Yearly Meeting of Friends in their Epistle to Phila- 
delphia Yearly Meeting, in 1839: 

" The subject of thefrefuent perusal of the Scnptnres of 
Truth, has claimed the serious consideration of ttdn MeeC- 
ing;-— and Friends have been encouraged to increated at- 
ientum to this MhOatj praeHee. If we are concemed to 
exalt our testimony to Uhe L^hi and lAfe of Christ m wumj^ 
as the < primary rule of faith and practice/ — ^we shall also 
higMtf esteem the Scriptures, as a precious gift of Divine 
Croodness for our comfort and ed^kai&on** 

One more testimony may be quoted fiom BaltiaiDre 
Yearly Meeting, in relation to << the selectioa of suitable 
books, as an important means of improving the minds of 
the youth, and preserving the purity of their characters," — 
to which they add, ^^ But among all the books which we 
posses, nme can he compared in unportance and vahte with 
the holff Scriptures; — which, through faith in Christ Jesus, 
are able to make wise unto salvation: and xYie fre^[uent 
perusal of them was therefore earnestly and qffectionatelji 
recommended.''— Epistle to PJulade^hiOy 1844. 

The uniform opinion or testimony of Friends oooceming 
the Scriptures, has been and continues to be, '< That they 
are only to be understood to edificatkm and profit, by the 
light and aid of the Spirit, — giving a correct undersUmding 
of them;" — ^'that the spirituall^f-minded man only, can make 
a right use of them; because the natural man cannot oom- 
prehend the tki$igs of God (among which are the levela- 
dona made to his servants) because they are spirituaUy 
disoemed." 

" It was the testimony of primitive Friends, that no man 
can rightly mndersUmd the Scriptures, but by the Light of 
that Spirit 3y whidi ihey were tpnttm." - 
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" If we do not fed in ourselves some corroborative evi- 
dence of their testimony, originating from the same source, — 
we cannot properly understand them/* " Thus, the Spirit 
of GJod, speaking immediately in the mind, is the only true 
£>imdatiQn^of the Christian's faith, and that which alone 
can qualify him to believe the testimony and declarations 
of inspired men.*' — Evan Lewis's Review of a paper against 
E. Hicks, pp. 5, 14, 15. 

William Gibbons, of Wilmington, Delaware, in an Essay 
descriptive of the principles and doctrines of the Society of 
Fxiends, which was furnished the publisher of a work en- 
titled, "A History of the Religious Denominations in the 
United States,*' and published in that work, thus speaks of 
the Scriptures on behalf of our Society: 1844. 

*^Our testimony concerning the Scriptures, — ^We believe 
that the Scriptures have proceeded from the revelations of 
the Spirit of God to the saints: and this belief is founded 
on evidence furnished by the same Spirit to our minds. We 
experience them to be ' profitable for doctrine, for reproof^ 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness.' But as 
they are a declaration from the Fountain only, — and not 
the Fountain itself, they bear the same inscription as the 
sun-dial; ^Non sine lundne,' — useless, or a dead letter, un^ 
out light: — ^because the right interpretation, authority, and 
certainty of them, — and, consequently, their usefulne'SS, de- 
pend on the assurance and evidence of the same Spirit, by 
which they were dictated, — ^given to the mind of the rea- 
der. 2 Cor. iii. 6. For, although we believe that we may 
be helped and strengthened by outward means, such as the 
Scriptures, and a rightly authorized gospel-ministry, — ^yet 
it is only by the Spirit that we can come to the true know- 
ledge of God, and be led < into all truth.' 

*< Under these several considerations, we cannot acc«i^ 
these writings as the foundatioa and g;to\m.d oi li^ ^^S^^^kk^ 



kaowMge, nor M te prinmrj rale ^ fidtb Md pned^ 
(KBoe IheM high attribmet boloog to the DrrmB Smif 
dimej hy uMek the Scripturee themsehres are tealed. Nei- 
ther do we oonfoood cause and e^ect, by styling them the 
«Word of God;'— which title belongs to Christ alone, the 
Foontain fnxn which they proceeded." 

See Efk. vi. 17; Heb. Iy. 12; iieo. ziz. 18. 



In an article published in a late number of 'The 
British Friend/ at GlaagoWi Scotland, — ^we find the Ibl- 
lowing views : 

'' It was never designed that the mysteries of the Uag- 
dom [of God] should be unveiled by means of biblical ciw 
ticism: they continue toh^hid from the uise and jprmietA 
of this world, and revealed only to the haihes in Christ. 
'No man knoweth the things of God, but by the Si^rit of 
God/ By this 9ph% we may hujw and understand the 
Scriptures, — tkr better than any erities can nutrud ue: and 
these critics might, if they would, take a reproof from the 
text which declares that * no prophecy of the Scripture is 
of any private interpretation:' and fbr this reason, beoauee 
'prophecy came not in old time by the will of man, but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved of the Holy 
Ghost:' — and by the aid cf the eame Spirit alone, can it be 
interpreted arighi.** 

British Friend, No. 7, Yd. 4, p. 181. 



The fi)llowiiig extract is Uken from an << Address to the 
Youth and Children of the Religious Society of Friends, 
by Sunderland P. Gardner;" which was approved and 
published by the Meeting for Sufferings of Genesee Yearly 
Meeting, in the 6th month, 1846. The same Address 
was approved by the Representative Committee, or Meet* 
ing for Sttftrings of Philadelphia Yeariy Meeting,- 



ed, and circulated among our members, in the 9th mcxith, 
1846. 

''TTie same Power that calls you forth, will direct your 
way. It will wtfoJd to you the leauly and vahie of the 
Scriptures of Truth, and enable you rigMy to appreciate 
Aem. Although, in the first stages of your religious exer- 
cises, they may seem to you as sealed hooks; — they how- 
ever declare, that Divine 'wisdom is profitable to direct;' — 
and if you seek thai faithfully, it mil open the valuable 
truths of the Scriptures in the lines of your own expe- 
rience, — even unfold them in your mindSf with more certainty 
and clearness^ than can ever be received from the Uterary 
iniarpretations of men. And when they are thus opened and 
understood, an vndubHdble evidence is afforded, that you 
kave come up, at least in measure, into the same state of 
Aiperience of those who were inspired to write them. And 
thus you will be thoroughly furnished unto all good works, 
10 ^r as example and precept are necessary.'' 

**But a correct knowledge and understanding of the 
Scriptures, will not alone do your work. You must be 
submissive to the sam^ Power, — be enlightened from the 
same Source, — and inspired by the sam^ Spirit that those 
were who wrote them; — and they may then become to you 
valuable auxiliaries in your religious exercises." 

Address, p. 8. 

Indiana Yearly Meeting of Friends, held in the 9th 
month of the present year, 1847, in an Address to the 
members composing it, gave the following view and ex- 
hortation : 

"We would most affectionately revive the concern of 
Friends in former days, and exhort aU to the frequent read- 
nig of the Scriptures of Truth. They are the external 
means of conveying to us an account of things most surely 
to be believed, concerning the coming of o>]ti licysL^ l^^^^ 
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Christ in the flesh, and the fulfilling of the promises re- 
lating thereto. Cultivate, dear friends, a reverent esteem 
for the doctrines and precepts contained therein; that ao a 
preparation may be wrought, to see that it has been by Ike 
operation of the Spirit of God, that believers in every age 
have witnessed the work of sanctyication. Here, we see the 
foundation of our testimony against a hireling ministry; 
and we have abundant evidence in Scripture to confirm 
us, that it is only by and through the immediaie in^uenee 
of the Holy Spirit, that any can minister with acceptemee. 
^Freely ye have received, freely give,* was the command of 
Christ."— -4<Wr«*, p. 2. 



A large anwunt of additional testimony, equally clears 
appropriate and conclusive, might have been collected from 
the writings of our predecessors, and from other official 
documents of the Society; — but the preceding is deemed , 
sufficient to illustrate the Testimony and Views of Friends 
concerning the Scriptures of Truth. 



